
 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church                  October 2016 

 

The UMM, represented by:  
Ken Jackson, Steven Stewart,  

Brent Chappell, and Bill Funderburk 
These folks fed 115 people and with seconds, 
they served 157 meals in September! 

All men are invited to join 

the Methodist Men  
for our monthly meeting at 

Jade Garden  
for only $5 on Thursday,  

October 6 at 

11:45am.  
The men (and sometimes women) plan to serve 
again on October 20. If you would like to help 
serve, call Bill Funderburk at 322—6245. 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9  3pm – 6pm 
THE PAVILION AT THE ZOO 

TICKETS:   $25 EACH  $50 FAMILY 

TICKETS INCLUDE 
ZOO ADMISSION 

(WHEN ENTERED THROUGH THE PAVILION) 
 

OVER 20 FOOD SELECTIONS 
 

INKY THE CLOWN SHOW 
 





 

Dansby’s 
Taylor Rental 

2102 Forsythe Avenue 
(318)323-0600 

taylorrentalmonroela.com 



 

Peace, my friends…Tim 

Dear Friends, 

 Some years ago I had heard of the health benefits of drinking green tea, so I be-
gan drinking green tea.  I’d boil tap water and begin dunking my tea bag to let it steep, 
then I’d take a tea spoon, wrap the string around the bag and squeeze every last drop 
out of the bag.  No, I didn’t add milk and absolutely not sugar (I still don’t get the south’s 
attraction to sweet tea…that’s just wrong!)  A gentleman at church learned that I was 
taking to green tea and he commented that making green tea will make you feel better.  
I replied that I must not have been feeling too badly because after three weeks of drink-
ing it, I didn’t feel any different.  He corrected me by reminding me that he didn’t say 
that drinking green tea would make me feel better; he said making green tea…  The real 
benefit is in the making of the tea. 

First, you should select a loose leaf tea of your liking and not settle for the commercially bagged tea dust. 
Second, the water should be bottled and not from the tap.  If you use tap, be sure it’s from the cold and not 

the hot tap. 
Third, the water should not be boiled but only warmed to 210 degrees—just before the boiling point.  
Fourth, the tea spoon should be used for measuring the amount of tea leaves, and not for stirring.  Never stir 

the tea leaves in the water. 
Fifth, the tea leaves should be placed in an empty cup first, then add the water to the leaves. 
What happens next should be the most soothing:  the leaves rise immediately to the top, and then, as they be-

come saturated during steeping, they float to the bottom leaving not just the purest of tea ready for 
drinking. 

  The care we should take in selecting tea leaves 

(and not the bags), selecting the right water (and not 

from the hot water tap), warming (and not boiling), let-

ting steep (and not squeezing), should be like the care we 

take to be with God and let those things that clutter our 

daily life float to the bottom and leaving us pure and 

ready to be with God.  On Wednesday evenings this fall, 

time has been made at St. Paul’s for us to take time to be 

with God during your busy week.  Following the meal, we 

gather in the traditional sanctuary to ready ourselves to 

be with God by reading and hearing scripture, reflecting 

and meditating, praying and communing together.  I look 

forward to being at study and worship with you this fall! 



St. Paul’s UMC in Monroe is thankful to 
all who recently participated in building 
UMCOR flood buckets to send to south 
Louisiana. We were able to assemble 
105 buckets in a very brief period of 
time thanks the organization of supplies 
by several volunteers. It was a special 
time for the church members and 
friends who participated because not 
long ago they were on the receiving end 
of help in our own community. It was a 
great time of sharing the blessings and 
love of Christ. 



     Our four Circle are:  
Circle of Friends Circle  - Won’t you join us on Sunday, October16 at 5:00pm in 

the church Parlor.  Our Circle leader is Angie Nicholson.  This diverse group is 
actively involved in the support of the Mercy Ministry mission. Our meetings 
are usually on the second Sunday of each month.  The date change this 
month is due to the United Methodist Men’s T0-D0 at the ZOO. 

Joy Circle - We will meet on October 11 at 6:30pm (note the time change) in the church Parlor. 
Debbie Cuthbert will lead a short lesson and light supper will be provided. 

Harmony Circle - Our leader Charlotte Moore invites you to join us on the third Thursday of each 
month for light refreshments and a lesson taught by Mary Lou Blakeman.  You are welcome to 
join us this month on Thursday, October 30, at 6:30pm in the church Parlor. 

Mary Henry Circle - Meets the 4th Tuesday every month at 9:30 in the church Parlor.  Pat Hoover 
teaches a brief lesson and light refreshments are served.   

Paulen Luttgeharm Ins Agcy Inc 
Paulen Luttgeharm, Agent 
2116 Forsythe Avenue 
Monroe, LA 71201 
Bus: 318-388-2450 
 

 
State Farm, Bloomington, IL        1211999 

At St. Paul’s we have 4 UMW Circles (groups) 
which meet monthly.  Although these 
meetings are a time of fellowship, there is 
study and mission at their heart.     

Our children are encouraged to attend church every Sunday in order 
that they may experience the act of worship first hand.  At the mid-way 
point, they come to the front of both the Traditional and Contemporary 
services to hear a special message designed for their precious minds . . .  
and also for a few of us adults as well!  Of course, children are always 
welcome to remain in the sanctuary with their parents, on most Sun-
days, however,  the children are invited to  go out for a program we call 
Children’s Church.  Here they continue to learn about God in fun and 
engaging ways. Won’t you bring your children to church this Sunday? 



Project 41 is a Christian non-profit dedicated to rescue, value, and transform women in the sex in-
dustry and victims of sex trafficking. Founded on Luke 15:1-7, Project 41 is pursuing "the ones" lost 
and exploited by the commercial sex trade and leading them to full restoration in Jesus Christ. 

Project 41 seeks to rescue, value, and transform women through the power of Christ, who have been 
victims of sex trafficking or have been exploited by the sex industry. Birthed from a simple awareness 
event called "The White As Snow Gala" in 2014, Project 41 was started by a small group of women who 
wanted to bring change to our city and reach those enslaved by the sex industry.      
 

It's our mission to abolish slavery in our state through a focused pursuit of "the one" as outlined in Luke 
15: 1-7.  We believe that every human being has a destiny and purpose inside them and that true revival 
begins with the restoration of those who are the most broken in our cities, even if it's just one.        
 

Luke 15:1-7 says:   

  " Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to 

listen to Jesus teach.  This made the Pharisees and teachers 
of religious law complain that he was associating with such 
sinful people—even eating with them!  So Jesus told them 
this story:  “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them 
gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine 
others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is 
lost until he finds it?  And when he has found it, he will joy-
fully carry it home on his shoulders. When he arrives, he will 
call together his friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with 
me because I have found my lost sheep.’  In the same way, 
there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who re-
pents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who 
are righteous and haven’t strayed away!" 
 

Jesus says in this passage that the good shepherd will 
leave the ninety-nine sheep to go after THE ONE sheep 
that is lost. We believe that even just ONE person, ONE 
soul, matters to God and that ONE transformation can 
affect an entire generation around it. Since, we are 
made in the image of Christ and it is our goal to be like 
him, we are also chasing after the one lost sheep.  
 

The desire of Project 41 is to love women the way Je-
sus would, teaching them that they are enough, show-
ing them that they have been created by God for a 
beautiful purpose and walking them to a healthy life 
both physically and spiritually.  
 

Through outreach, friendship, and biblical community 
we want to lead women to full restoration in Christ, even if it's one soul at a time.  

FREEDOM BAGS 
CUTE BACKPACK OR DUFFLE BAG 
PANTIES 
SPORTS BRA 
2 SETS OF COMFY CLOTHES (PANTS AND TOP) 
ROBE 
SLIPPERS 
ADULT COLORING BOOK AND COLORED PENCILS 
SNACKS 
PAJAMAS 

Devotional book (My Princess Warrior from LifeWay 
was suggestd) 

You can help by providing a FREEDOM BAG.  When 
women are rescued they often have nothing but the 
clothes on their backs.  Freedom bags provide basic 
necessities in the immediate time after rescue.  Indi-
viduals or groups collect all the items on the list, 
then drop off the complete bag to the church office. 



Club 56 Fellowship 
  

Club 56 Fellowship is a fellowship ministry for students in 
5th and 6th grade and their friends who are the same age.  

Plan to come and bring a friend! 

Sunday, October 2, 2016  

4:00-5:00p.m. 
Meet in the kitchen at 4:00 for 

snacks and Cokes and then we will 

play games and have fun! 

Text Mrs. Jill if you have any questions. (318.381.0609) 



This Wednesday Tim Neustifter, our pastor will lead 
worship at 6:00pm in the Traditional Sanctuary.   
 

We want our Wednesdays to be a great evening with 
family and friends receiving that much needed, mid-
week boost!  So this year we  begin a new format.   
 
 

1st Wednesday—Traditional Sanctuary with Steven 
2nd Wednesday—Traditional Sanctuary with Tim 
3rd Wednesday—Contemporary Sanctuary, youth –led 
4th Wednesday—Traditional Sanctuary with Tim 
(in the event of a 5th Wednesday) 

5th Wednesday—Traditional Sanctuary with Tim 
 
 

This evening of worship and fellowship should prove to 
be an opportunity to come together and receive a short 
message, experience music through song, and have a 
time of prayer.  We hope these changes will be great 
and keep things fresh.   

Music Makers Choir—Children who are ages 3 through 1st grade are invited to 

attend “Music Makers Choir” on Wednesday nights.  They will sing, learn Bible stories, and 
have play time.  The group usually has 2 performances, one at Christmas and the second in 
the spring.  Join in the fun! 

Bible 101 for Kids—Jill Mouk will teach the Bible 101 class for students in 2nd – 

4th grades on Wednesday nights beginning on August 31 from 6:00-6:30pm in the Confirma-
tion classroom. Students will learn to recite the Books of the Bible, identify the Ten Com-
mandments, have “Bible wars” to find scripture the fastest, and study Bible stories.   During 
Sunday School classes we stress the meaning of scripture and emphasize the Bible message.  
This class will focus more on Bible “basics.”  Children will have fun through competitions 
while learning at the same time! 

Club 56 is a ministry for students in the 5th and 6th grade.  They will meet on Wednesday 

nights in the Club 56 room.  They will have a short lesson, play games, and perhaps have 
some community outreach projects throughout the year.  

Family Meal Time—Join 

us for Wednesday night dinner 
starting at 5:15p.m.  Enjoy fel-
lowship and decompress with a 
meal you don’t have to prepare.  
The cost is only $4 for an individ-
ual plate or $12 for a family meal 
deal.  
 

OCTOBER MEALS: 
5 Italian sausage pasta, salad,  
      bread, and dessert 
12 pulled pork sandwich, slaw,  
      chips, and dessert 
19 fried chicken, rice & gravy, 

peas, rolls, and dessert 
26 pizza, salad, and dessert 



 

 Most people will tell you that separation and divorce are the 

most painful and stressful experiences they’ve ever faced. 
It’s a confusing time when you feel isolated and have lots of 

questions about issues you’ve never faced before.  Divorce-
Care groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges 

and move toward rebuilding your life.   
 

 

       
Wednesdays, August 24—November 16 from 5:20—6:20 pm 

Dinner is available for individuals/family.  

Nursery & Children’s classes available during sessions 

There is a $20 workbook fee per DivorceCare class member (scholarships available)  

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church Parlor 
1901 Lexington Ave. Monroe, La. 

 

Contact the church office for more information 
 

318.322.4454 

www.stpaulsmonroe.com 
 

 New class members may join at anytime!  
Sign up sheets are in the Narthex and Fellowship 

WHAT IS DIVORCECARE?  

 DivorceCare is for people who are separated or divorced. 

 DivorceCare is a 13-week, biblically based, Christ-centered 
support group seminar. Each session shows a 30-minute 

DVD video followed by small group discussion about the 
video. The format is set up so anyone can join at any time 

during the 13 weeks.  

 The DivorceCare DVDs present experts, ministers, and Chris-
tian counselors discussing divorce-related issues such as de-

pression, anger, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Real people 
share their stories of how they deal with the pain and heart-

break of divorce and separation.  

 During the week between meetings, group members com-
plete a Bible study and practical exercises to help them heal 

from their hurt and pain.  

 The group is encouraging and supportive. 

Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  



TUESDAY 
OCTOBER 18  

6:00  
Lea Joyner UMC 

 

As the leadership of all local churches of the UMC do each year, St. Paul’s will gather at Lea Joyner UMC with sev-

eral other churches of the Monroe District to share the good news of our ministry with each other and celebrate 

the wonderful things God is doing through our churches individually as well as together as a connection.  Every-

one is welcome to attend this gathering.  



Join us in an exciting new ministry for St. Paul’s! We will be partnering with Family Promise of 
Ouachita to provide overnight lodging and meals for up to 4 families for one week every 3-4 months on a ro-
tating schedule. The homeless families (guests) stay at the host church during the evening and overnight. 
Each morning, they are transported to the day center where they prepare for their daily activities. These ac-
tivities may include caring for their children, job and resource search, or going to work. Each family has a case 
manager that will guide them on the road to independence. 

Won’t you consider being a part of this new ministry? You can participate by cooking an evening 
meal, be a volunteer host to spend the night (two required), interacting with our guests, playing with chil-
dren, or providing needed supplies: lamps, linens, toiletries, books and games for children, etc. All volunteers 
will have a brief orientation before beginning. 

We NEED you to volunteer! Contact Kathy Wells, 322-4454. 

Mexico Mission- Rio Bravo, Mexico 
October 5-9 
No specific skills required….God will find a place to use your gifts! We 
will work with Willie Berman, a General Board of Global Ministries mis-
sionary, helping with the many ministries he is involved with through 
Manos Juntas (Hands Together) Ministries. Check out Manos Juntas 
VIM Mexico on Facebook and join in on a fun and rewarding mission!  
 
Family Promise 
 We will begin hosting on Sunday, October 23. You can partici-
pate by cooking an evening meal, be a volunteer host to 
spend the night (two required), interacting with our guests, 
playing with children, or providing needed supplies: lamps, 
linens, toiletries, books and games for children, etc. All volunteers will have a brief orien-
tation before beginning.   
Our first rotation will be on October 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. 
 
Meals on Wheels 
November 19 is the remaining date for 2016. Substitute drivers are always 
needed. 
 
To volunteer or to have questions answered, call Kathy Wells in the church office. 318-322-4454 

 
James 2:17     
So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and 

        

 



 

        

 

Dine on  
hot-diggity-dogs 

Nachos 
sweets and more! 

Sunday 
October 30 
from 5-7pm 

(No scary costumes, please.) 



UMYF  NEWS                  October 
 

To:  81010 
 

St. Paul's UMC Youth 

Follow us on facebook & get updates on remind 101! 

Message: @stpaulsum 

OCTOBER 13, 



 

Youth - This year the youth will host the third Wednesday night 

worship service each a month.  We have a youth band that plays.  
Youth take turns as ushers, and readers.  One youth each month will 
give a testimony or message.  This individual works with Steven Stew-
art, our youth director to prepare the talk and has the opportunity to 
practice delivering it before the night.  So if this sounds like something 
you would like to try, approach Steven or call the church office to make 
contact. 
  

The St. Paul's UMYF will begin their Wednesday Night Bible Group at 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, September 7.  See you there!    

EAT at 5:15pm for only $4.   

 

  

Youth grades 7—12 meet Sunday evenings at 5pm for          
 food, fellowship and to get fortified. No cost 

 
 

is now on every Friday in the Fall:   
HOME GAME = end of game until 11:30pm 
AWAY GAME = 7-10pm.   
$5/person 

 
District Youth Game Night  
sponsored by St. Paul's UMC 
 Oct 2 from 3:30-6:30pm.  No cost 

 



MISSION FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY 
HELP HARVEST PECANS AT CHUCK & MARGO MORGAN’S FARM 

 

NO COST TO ATTEND 

 

WE WILL LEAVE SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 AT 8AM FROM YOUTH ROOM & 

 

RETURN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23 AT 4:00PM (FOLLOWING A CHURCH SERVICE) 



When September draws to an end it is hard to start thinking about Christmas being 
just eighty-one days away.  However, before Christmas it is Advent.  This year, Ad-
vent begins on November 27th.  There will be 28 days in Advent so that means we 
need 28 devotions. That is if we want to have one of our favorite things to enjoy 
during that season.  It is so pleasing to point out that several people are ahead of 
the game and have already turned in their submissions!  Please read the description 
below, pray over it, and consider sharing a special time in your life with the congre-
gation. 
 

If you are not familiar with our Advent Booklet, it is a group of daily devotions writ-
ten by members of our congregation and some by former members.  It includes a 
scripture, a title, a 300 to 500 word devotion, a one sentence prayer, and the au-
thor’s name.   
 

Many of our members have written one every year since 2001.  There hasn’t been a 
single year when we didn’t have at least several from new people.  Please be part of 
this gift to our membership.  It is put together in house by Julie Blakeman to be dis-
tributed before Advent begins.  So, making your submission on or before Monday, 
October 31, 2016 is important.  Submissions are accepted in the order in which they 
arrive.  Should we receive more than 28, we will squirrel them away for inclusion 
into next year’s booklet.   
 

mail your submission to: 
 Carolyn Trawick 
166 Trawick Road 
 Monroe, LA 71202 

 

drop a hard copy at the church office labeled: to the attention of Carolyn Trawick 

by e-mail and attachment to:  
ct1938@aol.com 

 



 
College Keepers is an effort put forth by the church to stay in touch with our college bound 
members.  We want to include as many church members as we can, so please help us com-
plete our list.  We need every college student’s mailing information—even if they are still liv-
ing at home. 
 
Last year we sent care packages several times just to let them know that the people of St. 
Paul’s love them , miss them, and pray for them.  Please send the information to Carolyn 
Trawick by e-mail, ct1938@aol.com, or you can leave it for Jill Mouk in the church office. 
 
Our first mailing this year should be in late October or early November so we need the infor-
mation as soon as you can get it to us. 
 
INFORMATION NEEDED:  

 Full Name 
 College Address with zip code 
 Name of the College/University 
 Classification (Freshman—Graduate  school) 
 Parents’ Names and phone number 
  
Thank you for helping us keep in touch with your student! 
 



Grace Place-St. Paul’s cooks and serves on the second Friday of each month. 
Cooks work 9AM – 11 and servers from 11-1:30.  

DATES: October 14, November11, December 9, January 13, February 10 



On October 5, eight dedicated missioners will leave from St. Paul’s to travel to 
McAllen, Texas, where they will be met by Willie Berman, a General Board of 
Global Ministries missionary. St. Paul’s has enjoyed a strong relationship with 
Willie for many years. 
 
Participating in this mission from St. Paul’s UMC are Chuck and Margo Morgan 
and Kathy Wells. Sharing in the experience of offering God’s love and building 
relationships are John Mulhern of Rayville UMC, Samantha and Christopher 
Merritt of Temple Baptist in Ruston and Patti and Ben Orlando from St. Mat-
thews Catholic Church in Monroe. 
 
Please be in prayer for this group as they prepare to go and as they travel and 
work in Mexico.  
 
You are invited to hear about the mission at the Wednesday Vesper Service on 
Wednesday, October 26, at 6:00 PM. 



CCM serves people in need in our commu-
nity.  They have been in operation for 34 
years and St. Paul’s was one of the first 
churches to support them.  They supply 
clothes and in some cases food.  They help 
families who have been burned out.  They 
have been doing this for 29 years and there 
are some 50 churches that support them 
financially.  These same churches provide 
volunteers to work and help families get 
what they need.  They are in need of some 
additional volunteers.  You can work as little 
as 3 hours a week or more.  They are open 
from 9 until 12, Monday through Thursday. 

 
Here is a quote from CCM’s newsletter by 
Carlos Brown, President of the Board.  
“Christian Community Ministries is in dire 
need of volunteers to work only three hours 
a week in the ministry.  Illnesses and increas-
ing age have depleted our number of volun-
teers, creating a shortage of workers.” 
 
“As you Bless others, you will also be 
Blessed.”  When you see the smile on a face 
of someone who hasn’t eaten a meal for 2 
or 3 days you can’t help be Blessed.  Or 
when you give a hygiene kit to someone 
who hasn’t bathed or brushed his teeth for 
several days, you will be Blessed. 
 
We do not accept volunteers who have no 
church affiliation.  Therefore you will be 
working beside others who take seriously 
Jesus’ admonition and take care of the  poor 
and needy.  If you or someone you know has 
3 hours to volunteer, please call Ted Sisson 
at 325-8467. 
 
Rosco & Clara Jane Jones 
Board Members & Volunteers 

(318) 325-8467 

322 Harrison St 

Monroe, LA 71201 

Christian Community Ministries 



 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!   
 Paying an admission of canned food or a cash donation, 50 + members of St. Paul’s gathered 
for a special night of food, fellowship and games. Vying for great prizes the participants were com-
petitive and found humor in the antics of the caller, Jim Cuthbert. Many thanks to all who donated 
sandwiches, cookies, gift cards, candles, toys and other great prizes. A  special thank you goes to Jim 
for serving as our caller. 
 As a result of the generosity of the participants, a box full of canned goods and $268 were do-
nated to Rays of Sonshine, a provider of residential addiction treatment services for women and 
women with children. 



On Sunday, September 18, St. Paul's held a special Covenant Service at both services for the Confirmation class, 
their parents, and their mentors.  During this service, the parents wear a red mantle which represents that way 
they have been responsible for their child's faith throughout their childhood.  The confirmands, parents, men-
tors, and the congregation each made promises to support this group of young people as they go through the 
confirmation journey.  Please keep this group in your prayers! 


